
KNOCKANEAN NATIONAL SCHOOL 

June Newsletter 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

The following is the last newsletter of the year and gives a brief summary of some of the curricular and 

administrative work on going in the school. 

Administration Fees: Following consultation between staff, Board of Management and Parents 

Association, the following are the Art & Craft and Administration Fees for the coming year. 

One child    €40  

Two children    €65 

Three or more children:         €80 

This helps to cover items such as art& craft materials, photocopying, Text-a-Parent and other administration 

expenses for the year. In addition to this, Pupil Personal Accident insurance is €7 per child. This is 24 hour 

cover, 365 days per year and represents excellent value. This money can be sent in now or to the class 

teacher in September. 

Policies Ratified/ Reviewed: Policies reviewed this year included Child Protection, RSE, Enrolment, Code 

of Behaviour, Anti – Bullying, Retention of pupils in the same grade and our Multi grade class policy. Next 

year we hope to review some of our curricular policies. 

 

School Self-evaluation 2012-2013 

In the school year 2012/2013 the school identified Literacy and more specifically spellings as an area to 

focus on. We reviewed our literacy programme during several meetings, using a variety of data gathering 

techniques that would provide us with the most comprehensive view of literacy in the school.  

 

These data gathering tools included a SCOT analysis  among the teaching staff, teacher focus groups, a 

detailed look at samples of pupils written work from each class, a Single Word Spelling Test administered to 

all classes from 1
st
 – 6

th
 and a survey of pupils attitude to spellings using the on-line tool, Survey Monkey. 

We then compiled a school self-evaluation report which was presented to the Board of Management at its 

last meeting. A copy of this report was also forwarded to the Parents Association and can be viewed at the 

school if you so wish. 

 

Following on from this we compiled a School Improvement Plan for spellings- the main points are as 

follows: 

 

• Implement agreed teaching approaches based on the feedback from the pupil survey 

 

• Develop a whole school plan for spelling and phonics based on successful teaching and learning 

strategies. 

 

• A handbook of spelling benchmarks for each class level will be produced for each teacher. This book 

will also include a comprehensive list of common spelling rules as well as proven useful teaching 

strategies. 

 

• Pupils will have increased access to ICT resources 

 

• In- service training to be provided for spelling strategies and dyslexia. 

 



• Leaflet to be compiled on spelling tips for parents.  

 

• More emphasis in classes on pupil self-correction. 

 

 

The results of this on-going assessment has helped, and will continue to help, us formulate plans in all 

curricular, organisational and administrative matters. 

Book Sale: We received €663 from O Mahony’s Book Store following the book sale last Thursday evening 

This was 10% of the takings from Knockanean N.S. parents. Many thanks to all who supported this evening. 

Fundraising: Parents Association 

Many thanks to all the parents that tirelessly helped this year through the bag packing, the Flag Day, 

supported the Dress sale and helped out with the Communion and Confirmation refreshments this year. We 

look forward to the next school year as we will be organising an exciting event before Christmas for the 

enjoyment of parents, more information on this will follow in September! As monies to the schools have 

been cut drastically over the past few years- 

1. A cut in the capitation grant and all associated grants, with further cuts over the coming years. 

2. The minor works grant which covers all expenses in relation to plumbing, electricity and 

maintenance has been abolished since September 2012. 

.       3. The Summer Work Scheme has been discontinued.  

4. All I.C.T. grants which schools need to up-grade and maintain computers, laptops, projectors etc. 

are no longer available. 

We will have to continue to proactively fundraise during the next school year and we look forward to your 

continued support.    

Extra-Curricular activities: Sport, Music, Art and Drama play a huge part in the life of our school. Well 

done to the girls football teams on winning the mini 7’s and the West Clare competitions, to the boys 

football and hurling teams on reaching the finals of the mini 7’s, to the boys and girls on reaching the finals 

of the Marion Keane basketball tournament and to the boy’s soccer team on winning the Clare final and 

reaching the Munster finals where they lost out narrowly. We also had tremendous success in the pool in the 

interschool’s swimming competition with most classes picking up a medal and in the East Clare Cross 

Country, where several pupils won medals. Well done also to the musicians on reaching the final of the 

Walton’s Music for School’s competition, where they finished third. We also had several winners in the 

“Write a Book” and “Haiku” competitions.  

I’d like to thank all the pupils who took part in all the after school activities and  to the teachers who gave up 

their time both after school and at lunch time to organise sport, music, art ,drama, class plays, field trips etc. 

Croke Park Hours: As you can see from the pupil’s newsletter, teachers and SNAs in the school have 

worked the required number of hours necessary under the Croke Park agreement. 

 

School closures for 2013/2014 

School closes for Summer Holidays no Friday next @ 12.30 p.m. for infants and 12.45 pm 

sharp for all other classes. 

  School reopens after the holidays on Thursday August 29
th 



Oct 26
th

 – Nov 3
rd

 (Halloween) 

Dec 21
st
   – Jan 5

th
   (Christmas) 

Feb 20
th

 &21
st
 (February mid-term) 

March 14
th

 – 18
th

    (Closed Fri & Tue along with St. Patrick’s Day) 

April 11
th

 – April 27
th

 (Easter) 

May 5
th

 (May Bank Holiday) 

May 30
th

 – June 3
rd

 (Closed Fri & Tue along with June Bank Holiday) 

Closed for Summer holidays on Fri June 27
th

   

Can I take this opportunity to thank our school community- parents, pupils, Board of Management, Parents 

Association, teachers and staff, Fr. Jerry and Canon O Carroll, for all their hard work, dedication, 

commitment and help, in what has been a very busy year. As you can see a lot of these activities took place 

outside of school and we are extremely grateful to all the parents who took the time to drive the pupils to 

these events. This has enabled the pupils experience all of these opportunities. We wish 6
th

 class all the best 

as they leave us and move on to secondary school and we thank them for their enormous contribution to the 

school over the last eight years. Have a wonderful summer and we look forward to seeing you all safe and 

well on August 29
th

. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

_______________________________  

Jim Curran. 

 


