
KNOCKANEAN NATIONAL SCHOOL 

Summer Newsletter   June 2013 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

The following is a look back at some of the events of a very busy term as the pupils saw it!! 

National Concert Hall: It was Monday the 8/4/13.We all met up at Liddy’s at 6:30 and left for Dublin. We 
arrived at Dublin at 10:30 .We went on the stage for a sound check. Then it was time for our performance. 
We went on stage and we were all nervous. Then it was time for the results. We came 3rd.We won 500 euro. 
We were delighted. On the way home we stopped at Liffey Valley. We had a great day. Thanks Mrs Mac.  

By Sarah-Jane Doyle, Aoibhinn O Loughlin and Rebecca Grant   

 

Music Workshop: On Thursday the 11/4/13 Tolla Custy came in to Mrs. Mac’s classroom. He taught us 
some new tunes. He was very funny and had a lot of brilliant ideas. He recorded us on his pink covered 
phone and pretended to cry at a sad tune. He had curly hair and he even said it himself we were amazing. He 
was also a legend on the fiddle. I would like to say a big thanks to Tolla Custy for coming  

Written by Gail Norton and Emma Ferguson  

 

Glór Concert:  On Saturday the 11th of May Knockanean students preformed two tunes in Glór with Tola 
Custy. The tunes we played were –“There is a fountain” and “The hop jig.” Tola’s band was called Blazing 
Bows. The Blazing Bows consisted of Ed Boyd, Tola Custy, John Joe Kelly,  Cathal Hayden and Dezi 
Donelly. The concert was split up into two parts. Knockanean played in the second half.   

By: Sally Anne Brogan, Robert Ryan and Emma Ferguson!!!!!! 

 

Girls 7 a side football final: On the 30/04/13 the girls in 5th and 6th class went to Clarecastle to play the 
final of the mini 7s.We played Barefield, Cratloe, Lissycasey and won all them and in the final we played 
Miltown Malbay. It was 6 minutes a half and a VERY close game but Sadhbh Kelleher managed to score the 
winning point in the last ten seconds of the game which means we were the winners of the mini 7s 2013.!!!!!  
As a result Ciara Lane was picked to represent our school in the primary game in Croke Park. She will play 
at half time in the All Ireland Football Final! So well done to all the girls☺☺☺☺☺☺☺ 

By Mia Norton and Saoirse O’ Donoghue 

Lees Road Soccer: On the 23rd of April, 5th and 6th class went to Lee’s Road for a soccer tournament. 
Unfortunately for the girls we didn’t make it through to the finals but success for the boys as they won all of 
their matches. On the 8th of May they will now represent Clare in the Munster final and we will be going to 
Limerick to support them!!. Lets hope they win. 

It was a great day but we all got sunburnt! 

By Tia Hughes-Keane and Mary Kate Keane 



On the 8th of May we travelled to Limerick to play in the finals of Munster. In our first match we played 
Kerry and we lost 6-0. In our next match we beat Tipperary in a great match that ended 4-1. We reached the 
semi-final against Cork. At the end of a thrilling game we lost 3-2. We were disappointed but it was a great 
day! 

By Ronan Lanigan, and Ben O’Donnell 

 

Swimming Gala 2013: On Monday 22nd we had a swimming gala in the Ennis pool. There were about 7 
schools there including us. Third, fourth, fifth and sixth competed in the gala.  Third class boys came 2nd 
and the girls finished 4th. Fourth class boys came 2nd and fourth class girls came 3rd. Fifth class boys 
finished 1st and the girls got 3rd place and sixth class boys came 2nd, while the girls claimed 3rd spot. This 
was an excellent achievement for the school as we came 2nd in the overall competition. Well done to 
everyone who participated! 

By Ciara Lane and Sofie Loftus. 

Skills Challenge: On the 24th of April fourth and fifth class taught juniors, seniors and first class about all 
different skills. There was hurling, football, soccer, art, basketball, P.E, baking and drama.  There were 8 
pupils in each group and we found it hard to get them to listen!!! Every pupil learned something about each 
skill. All the children had lots of fun.  

By Darragh O Callaghan and Tony Butler 

7 a side hurling finals: The boys 7 aside hurling team went to Sixmilebridge to play the seven aside hurling 
finals. We played our first game against Crusheen it was a good match but we did not have enough skill to 
win .In the second game we played Killaloe and lost by a few points but it was tight all the way through the 
game. 

7 a side boys football finals: The boys 7 aside football team went to Gaelscoil Michael Chiosog to play the 
seven aside football finals. We played our first game against the Gaelscoil and beat them by a good few 
points. We then played Lahinch but lost by just a point. Annagh / Coore went on to win the tournament. 

By Cian McDonough and Evan Twomey 

Girls Basketball: On the first of May, sixth class girls played against Gaeilscoil Micheal Chiosog in the 
quarter finals of the girls basketball league. It was an extremely close match! We went from being three 
baskets down to winning by a basket. We were so happy to win and are now in the semi-finals. Thanks Ms. 
O Neill!!! ☺ 

By Saoirse Collins, Niamh Murphy and Caitríona Ni Riordain ☺ ☺ ☺ 

Girls Basketball final: On Thursday 23rd of May the girls of 6th class went to Lissycasey for the basketball 
semi-finals and finals. In the first game they played Gaelscoil Kilrush. Unfortunately they lost by a point! 
The final score was 20-21. Gaelscoil went into the final against Toonagh. Toonagh won the tournament. 
Well done to them and many thanks to Ms.O’Neill. She is a great coach. 

By Tia Hughes-Keane and Mia Norton  

Boys basketball final: On the 16th of May the sixth class boys travelled up to Lissycaesy to play in the 
schools finals. In the semi-finals we played a strong Ennistymon team, and came out on top 22 -17. In the 
finals we faced a very skilled Annagh side. We started off strongly but couldn’t keep it up and lost 22-12. 



We got trophies and snacks after the final. We went back to school after a fun day! Thanks to John Corbett, 
Colm Forde  and Jim Curran.  

By Ralph Collins, Ronan Lanigan and Michael Doherty  

 

Girls football final:  On the 31st of May the girls football team from 4th, 5th and 6th travelled to Gurteen to 
play the Gaelscoil in the West Clare Division Final. The game was very close and the Gaelscoil got a goal in 
the first seconds but failed to score for the rest of the first half, while Knockanean scored 1:4. In the second 
half the game got even closer with a number of goals scored but in the end Knockanean came out on top. 
Thanks to Mr. Curran. And another trophy for Knockanean!!! 

By AISLING REIDY, AISLING HANNAN , SADHBH KELLEHER, MEADHBH O CONNOR AND ROISIN 

CORBETT   

 

Boys Hurling: On the 17th of May we faced a tough Killaloe side in our first competitive hurling match of 
the season. We started brightly with an early goal and point but Killaloe made a strong comeback in the 
second half. The match finished 1:4 for both sides.  

The next game we faced Feakle. We started brightly scoring the first point. It was a tight game but we pulled 
a head scoring two goals. In the second half we were against the wind but we maintained our lead by scoring 
two more goals and a few points. We finished with a win of 4-5 to 1-2. Victory for Knockanean!!!!!  

We next played Kilkishen to top the group we ended up winning by a point after they scored two goals in 
the last two minutes. So we topped our group to play Ballyea  in the semi-final. We didn’t play our best and 
we lost 2-6 to 5-1. 

By Ben O’Donnell, Ronan Lanigan, Ralph Collins and Michael Doherty  

 

County/Club Jersey Day: On the 10th of May, Cumann na mBunscoil organised a county colours day. We 
all chose to wear in our county jerseys. Many types of jerseys were worn in such as Kilkenny, Sligo, Mayo, 
Eire Óg, Tipperary, Galway, Laois, Waterford, New York and Boston Police Departments and many more. 
It was a great day and we all got our picture taken for the school website. We hope some of our pictures will 
be shown in Croke Park! 

By Michael Reid and Oisin Brennan 

 

Junior Infant Tour: We went to the eco farm in Clarecastle. We fed the animals and we got to go pony 
riding. We saw Elvis the little horse. We went on a train and it was really noisy!! We also went on the zip 
wire. There were two castles inside – a girl one and a boy one. We had our lunch inside and we got ice 
creams on the way home. It was an excellent day! 

By Amy Butler and Leah Harte 

 



Senior Infants Tour: We went to Moher Hill Farm. We fed the animals, we had a picnic and we even found 
some feathers. There was a playground there and we played in it.  There was also a bouncy castle and go 
karts there. We came home on the bus and some people got sick!! When we came back to school we got 
jellies from Mary. We were very tired that evening. 

By Gearóid Barry and Ailish Ni Choileáin. 

 

1st Class Tour: We went to the perfumery in the Burren and when we rubbed our hands against the lemon 
leaf it seemed like lemon. We had our lunch in the Burren. We then went to the Birds of Prey and we saw 
the eagle, the falcon and the barn owl fly. Some pupils got to hold the birds. The next stop was Lahinch 
beach and we caught lots of crabs, starfish and other fish. We had our lunch on the rocks. We had an 
excellent tour. 

By Aoibhinn O Callaghan and Paddy Mc Guinness. 

 

2nd Class Tour: We went to Craggaunowen and we went on the guided tour. We saw a castle, a ring fort, a 
crannog. We went in the underground secret passage and it was very cold in there. We also saw St 
Brendan’s boat. We then went to Bunratty Castle and saw two massive dogs there!! We saw another castle 
here and we got to look around it. We went to the old school and the teacher there gave us a test! We also 
got to go into the sweet shop there. It was an excellent tour! 

By Ciarán O Driscoll and Darragh Hurley 

 

3rd Class Tour: On the 14th of June 3rd class went to the Burren .On the way our bus broke down. We got a 
new bus. Our teachers were Aine and Kate. We were walking for a while and we played lots of games .We 
got a sheet with flowers, rocks and questions on it. We had a treasure hunt and we had to find letters and 
they were mixed up. The word was limestone. We went to the Burren centre and we watched a short movie 
about the Burren. We went to a grave yard and we had to answer questions about it. We had an excellent 
day! 

By Ellen Doyle and Roisín Cahill 

 

4th Class Tour: On the 11th of June, our class went to the Flaggy Shore in New Quay. Our parents kindly 
drove us up to the Burren Centre where we ate a bit of lunch and met our instructors, Colin and Jess. After 
that we drove down to Flaggy Shore where Colin and Jess had brought nets and buckets. We got in groups 
of four, and then we went searching for starfish, crabs, small fish and lots more. We headed home and on the 
way back for some treats. They were lovely. We were back at the school at 20 past 3.It was a great day!!! 

On the 13th of June, our class went to Salthill in Galway. There we went swimming, it was so much fun. We 
got to jump into the water and there was a big slide. After the swimming we went to the crazy golf just 
outside. We got into groups of five. It was lots of fun. We hope next year will be as much fun.!!!!!1!!!!!!! 

By Emily Herbert and Sinead Clancy : ) 

 



5th Class School Tour: On the 28th of May, our class went on the best school tour ever to Pure Skill in 
Galway. In Pure Skill, we were put into groups of 4 and played several different sports like baseball, hurling, 
Gaelic football, rugby, golf and lots more. We had lots of fun there but the tour wasn’t over. We then, 
hopped back onto the bus and headed straight for Coole Park. Once we arrived, Mrs Colleran kindly took us 
for a 20 minute jog around the park. After a tiring jog, we went to the walled gardens and had a fantastic 
treasure hunt made by Mr Forde. We were divided equally into groups of 3 and had great fun. We were 
running low on time so we had to come back to the school. On the way back, we stopped off at the shop 
before we arrived back at 10 past 4. We had a lot of fun on that school tour and we hope that it will be as 
great next year. 

By Eoin Purcell and Dan Kennedy 

 

Inis Óirr: On the 13th of June, 6th class went to Inis Oirr for an overnight tour. We went to the hostel to 
settle in then we went to the playground and the Ceili where we danced. After that we went for a long walk 
to the lighthouse then back to the hostel for a midnight fry then went to the bedrooms. The next morning we 
had breakfast and went for a walk to the church. The mass was all in Irish. Then John organised a wagon trip 
around the island where Ben, Ralph, Cullen, Adam and Jack entertained the crowd in the wagon with a 
microphone. We packed up are stuff and went home. Thanks to John, Pat Mac, Mary and Mr Curran. We 
had a great time!  

By Ralph Collins, Ben O’Donnell, Ronan Lanigan, Ciara Lane and Saoirse Collins 

 

First Holy Communion: On Saturday 25th of May we made our First Holy Communion, we all looked 
wonderful. Each of us had something to do. We all got dressed up in new clothes for the special occasion. 
We all had our photo taken on the altar afterwards. We then came back to the school and we got treats. 
When we got home we had a party in our own houses and got presents from our parents and relatives. It was 
a brilliant day!!!! 

By Brendan Keane and Hannah Hegarty 

 

 

Confirmation: Our Confirmation was on the 11th of May. it was on in Fahy Hall at 11 in the morning . The 
Bishop said the mass along with Fr .Jerry and Canon O Carroll. It was a lovely mass and everyone had a 
great day .  Ben O’Donnell and Caelinn Crowly celebrated their 13th Birthday. 

By Ciara Lane , Saoirse Collins  

 

Croagh Patrick: On the 20th of June we went to Croagh Patrick. When we got there the mountain looked 
very steep but in fact it wasn’t. When we got to the top the view was brilliant. We could see a few of the 365 
islands surrounding Croagh Patrick. It was easier going down than going up. We had a great day and raised 
a lot of money for laptops and Wi-Fi in the school. 

By Cian McDonough and Aodhan O’Shea 

 



Sports Day: On the 19/06/2013 we all had our sports day. We had to run in different categories.  Then 
Juniors did the kangaroo hop race and Seniors did the backward race, First and Second did the egg and 
spoon race, Third and Fourth did the three legged race and then Fifth  and Sixth did the wheel barrow race. 
At the end of sports day we had two more races the find your shoes and slow bike race. What a great day we 
had.        

                                            By Emma Ferguson and Saoirse Collins     

 

 

Write A Book: Congratulations to all who took part in the Write a Book competition run by the Clare 
Education Centre. The following were the successful entries from Knockanean N.S. 

Ellan Doyle, Gary Lane, Shona Duffy, Siún Mc Namara, Sally Brogan, Micheál O Coileáin, Sophie Leahy, 
Naoise Sorohan, Eileen Keane, Odhran Flynn, James Shalloo- Murphy and Edel Williams. 

 

Pictures of most of the above events can be viewed on our website www.knockaneannationalschool.com 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

_________________________________  

Jim Curran 

 


