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Dear Parents/ Guardians, 

As we reach the end of another very busy and productive term the pupils take a look back at the highlights 
of the past term as they saw it! 

Mullaghmore: On Friday the 27th of September, sixth class climbed Mullaghmore. It took around two hours 
for the whole class to get up and down. We took some lovely photographs at the top and bottom of the 
mountain.  Afterwards we went to a pub called Bofey Quinns in Corofin.  We got pizza, chips and Mi Wadi! 
We had a fantastic day. Thank you John and all the parents who drove us there. 

By Lily Keane, Irene Neylon and Meadhbh O’Connor!!! 

Cross Country running: On September 12 2013 Knockanean participated in the East Clare Cross Country 
Competition. It was a damp day in Lees Road. The Over 10 Girls came first over all. The Over 10 Boys 
came second overall. Congratulation to the teams and a special to Aisling Reidy, Aisling Hannon, Padraig 
Cahill, Róisín Cahill, Senan  Crosbie and Matthew Power for finishing in the top twelve in their  respective 
races. We had a great day. Thanks to all the teachers Jim, John and Saoirse. 

 BY JAMES SHAW, AODHÁN O`SHEA AND MUIREANN COLLINS  

Seedsavers: A few weeks ago we went to Seedsavers in Scariff. We met two ladies who guided us around 
for the day. First we tasted some apples and they told us the names of every apple.. Afterwards we split into 
two groups, half of us learned how to save seeds and half of us made apple juice then we switched. Our 
whole day was filmed and eight of us did an interview for the “Discover Primary Science and Maths 
“website!!  Mrs Colleran also got interviewed. We had a lovely day.  

Trip to Glór: On the 1st of October fifth class went to see Niall de Burca in Glór. Our parents kindly drove 
us. Niall de Burca in an Irish storyteller originally from Galway now living in Dublin. He was very 
descriptive and imaginative. He told about 4 stories. It was for the start of National Childrens Book Festival. 
The Clare County Library set this up. He told each story with passion. Our favourite story he told was 
“Fionn Mac Cumhall and the Banshee on Halloween night”. We thank Mrs.Colleran for bringing us to an 
amazing event. We would like to see him again.  

By Emily Herbert and Alannah Meaney 

Girls Football: On the 2nd of October 4th 5th and 6th class played Clonmoney in Newmarket. We left the 
school at 10:20am.We met at in the changing room and Mr Curran called out the team. We won the match 
and everybody got to play. Shauna Murphy and Gail Norton got the women of the match so they will be the 
captains of the next match against Ballyea.  

BY: Muireann Collins and Gail Norton  

On the 10th of October classes from 4th to 6th played against Ballyea in Gurteen. The match started at 1:30 
pm. Our captains were Gail Norton and Shauna Murphy as they had played well in the last match. Mr 
Curran called out the teams in the changing room. We tried our hardest and in the end we won. Everyone got 
to play and we all had a great day!!! 



On the 16th of October the girls from 4th 5th 6th played Clarecastle. It took place in Clarecastle GAA pitch. 
The captains were Muireann Collins and Meadhbh O Connor. We left the school at 10:30 and the match 
started at 11:00 am. The first few minutes there was no score. Aisling Reidy scored our first point. 
Unfortunately we lost but we are still in the semi-final. Ladies of the match were Roisín Corbett and 
Maedhbh O Connor.  

On the 7th of November 4th, 5th and 6th played against Clooney/ Quin in the semi-final in Gurteen. The 
forwards and backs did a shooting exercise with the goal posts. Our captains were Róisín Corbet and 
Maedhbh O’Connor. After that we had our team talk. GO KNOCKANEAN!!!!! The captains went up for 
the flip a coin and chose to play against the wind. It was a tough game but in the end all the work paid off 
and we beat them by 6 points! The other team were sad but played as well as they could. So it looks like we 
will be having another go at Clarecastle in the final. 

Here we are the big FINAL. On the 20th of November Knockanean girls played the Magpies in the Final. 
Our captains were Maedhbh O Connor and Aishling Reidy. When we reached Clarecastle pitch we got ready 
in the dressing rooms as Mr.Curan told us how lucky we were to be in the final. Everyone in Knockanean 
went to see this match and all of the supporters cheered us on as we ran onto the pitch. The game started at 
12:15pm and in the first half Clarecastle was winning by a goal. In the second half Aishling Hannan scored 
3 cracking goals. Not long after that Aishling Reidy scored a brilliant goal and a point and Alannah Meaney 
scored a point. The Clarecastle team were falling behind. We couldn’t believe when the final whistle blew 
and we had won. All the team went up to the balcony and Mr.Mac presented our shield to our captains. Our 
captains made a great speech and everyone went home happy.  Thanks to Mr Curran and Ms Deloughery for 
training us all year. So the shield was ours at KNOCKANEAN!!! 

BY: SIÚN MC NAMARA AND CLODAGH MONAHAN ☺☺☺☺ 

Boys Football: Our first match was against Ennis Boys National. It was a very tight game up until the last10 
minutes .They scored a goal and a point in the last 10 minutes. Our captain was Ben Ryan was playing full 
back. Our top scorer was Cian Galvin. He played great.  

Our second game was against the Gaelscoil. The final score was 3-13 to 1-3 to us. The game started at 1:30. 
Our captain was Conor Kelleher. He played very well. Our top scorer was Tony Butler. He had a great 
game. 

Our third game was against Barefield. We beat them 3-8 to 1-4. Our top scorer was Conor Kelleher scoring 
2-2 playing at full forward .Our captain was Cian Roughan and he played corner forward. He was taken off 
after half time.   

Our fourth match was against C.B.S .We beat them 1-9 to 0-2. Our captain was Conor Mc Daid. He played 
centre back and played very well. Our top scorer was Fionn O Brien. It was very tight in the last ten minutes 
but James Shaw pulled off a last minute goal to finish it off.   

In the semi-final we played Clarecastle. Our captain was Fionn O Brien. He played midfield and played very 
well. They scored 1-6 to 3-8. We won handy. 

In our final we played Ennis National in Division 1 A .Our captain was Fionn O Brien and he led us very 
well around the pitch and scored 1 point playing mid field .The score was 1-0 to 2-3. Knockanean were the 
ones celebrating and lifting the Division 1A Trophy for the first time ever! This team will go down in 
history .What a victory for Knockanean .Thanks to John, Donnchadh and Jim .Well done Knockanean!! 

By Tony Butler, Darragh O Callaghan, Donal O Driscoll 



 

Medal presentation: On Friday November 29th all the players from the boys and girls panel that won their 
football competitions went to Mc Donalds to receive our medals. Colm Collins the Clare football manager 
came to present our medals to us. We all got medals and we got to have some delicious food. Everyone got a 
picture taken with Colm. Over all it was a very enjoyable day 

By :Oisin Brennan, Ben Ryan and Conor Mc Daid 

Intel mini scientist: On the 17th of October there was a science competition .We had to make a project to 
impress the judges. We had to explain how it worked. We made a booklet about our project. The project that 
won was about how a camera worked by Grace Kennedy, Sinead O’Connor and Ciara McNamara. In second 
place was a project about a boat that worked by steam by Killian Maduro For the prizes we got an Intel mini 
scientist goody bag!!  

On December 6th there was the Munster Finals.  There was very strong opposition and the judges came 
around to each stand 7 or 8 times. We didn’t make it through to the All Irelands but there was a lot of very 
good projects. We got hot chocolate and we met the Mayor. We got a goody bag and an Intel hat. 

By Sinead O’Connor, Ciara McNamara, Grace Kennedy and Killian Maduro. 

 

Halloween party: On Tuesday night the 22nd of October at 7 o’clock we arrived at the West County Hotel 
for our annual Halloween party. It was a great affair; the music was DJed by John Carey a father of pupils at 
Knockanean. The inventive costumes of the students, parents and teachers added to it all. The dance floor 
was packed with giddy students and even some past pupils returned for the party. Brilliant prizes were to be 
won in the raffle ranging from toys to hampers. The night past quickly but was a great success!!! A big 
thanks to John Carey and to Mr Curran for leading us in Gangum Style!   

By Shona Duffy & Alannah Moore 

Third class visit to Ennis:  Our trip to town on the 23rd of October was brilliant. We went to the museum; 
we saw some very interesting things of olden days. At the art gallery in Glór we saw paintings and at the 
library were read some interesting books. There was a man who was explaining what to do and then we got 
to pick a story book to read. It was a lovely day, thank you Saoirse!! 

By Aoife Carey and Brendan Keane  

 

Bodhran & Uilleann Pipes workshop: Michael Vignoles came to Knockanean School on the 11th of 
November. Firstly he explained the parts of the Uilleann pipes. Then he played us a few tunes. Everyone 
was really enjoying the tunes. After a while he put away his Uilleann pipes and started his Bodhran 
workshop for all the classes. Then he made a Bodhran from scratch in front of us. First he made the frame of 
the Bodhran.  After that he applied the goat skin on top of the frame. You can also use calf skin instead of 
goat skin. Then he wrapped the twine around the goat skin to keep it firm. Then the Bodhran is basically 
made. Then you need to make it look creative. After it was done everyone was given their own Bodhran. We 
all enjoyed our lesson. Thank you, Michael Vignoles.  

By Una Ni Choileáin and Sarah Jane Doyle 

   



Writers in Schools: Roisin Meaney came to our school on the 26th of November. She is an author. Her first 
book was called The Daisy Picker. She has written ten adult books and two kids’ books. She wrote a kid’s 
book called See If I Care with Judi Curtin. She said her favourite author was Eden Bryton and she loves 
Roald Dahl books.  We got to ask lots of questions and then she read us a bit of “See If I Care” and now our 
teacher says we might get pen pals just like they did in the book. We all went up to her and got her 
autograph. Then we all said goodbye and thank you. It was great fun. Thank you Roisin Meaney!!     

By Anna Purcell and Hannah Doyle! 

 We learned about turf: Towards the end of November we were up in the field learning about turf. Mr 
Curran, Mr Murphy and Ursula showed us how to foot turf. There was two ways to do it the Sligo way and 
the Clare way. The Sligo one was putting them all beside each other and the Clare one was put two across 
and two on top. It was a great day.  Later in the week Tina also showed her class how to foot turf. We 
learned a lot about turf. 

By Eddie Shaw and Jessica Roughan. 

Carol singing in Liddy’s: Carol singing in Liddy’s Costcutters was a fantastic day for parents and children 
as Santa Claus made an appearance and handed out sweets.5th and 6th class took part in singing Christmas 
carols with Mrs.Mac. Children and adults made it a joyful evening for everyone. We would like to thank 
Mrs Mac for making it possible. We would also like to thank the children, parents and the board of 
management for coming to the event. It was an amazing evening for children of all ages. We hope to keep 
doing this special event for many years to come. We hope you have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year.  

By: Avril Keane Keating, Ayomide Adeyemi and Caoimhe Flynn. 

Art Competition:  In November, John told sixth class about an art competition and the prize was a chance 
to go to Newgrange to see the Winter Solstice. We all handed our drawings to Mrs. Mac to be posted and a 
couple of weeks later Alan Killeen got an e-mail saying that he had won! On the 21st of December, Alan will 
be going to Newgrange to see the Winter solstice and he will have breakfast with the Minister of State Brian 
Hayes. 

By: Alan Killeen and Cian Roughan 

Ice Skating:  On the 10th of December, John generously brought us Ice Skating in Limerick City. We 
departed from school at 10 o’ clock and arrived at the Ice Rink at approximately 10:45. After arriving we got 
fitted out and then wobbled along towards the rink wearing our ice skates. As we stepped foot on the ice 
your immediate reaction was to clutch onto the railing around the outside! Soon we were all practically 
flying around the rink, with the “occasional” slip. Afterwards we went to a shop where we spent our €3 on 
whatever we desired! Next we continued our adventure with a picnic at Cratloe Woods! It was a great day! 
Thanks to John and Shona! 

By Sally Brogan and Shona Duffy   

Aladdin and His Magic Lamp: We (Fifth class) went to a pantomime called Aladdin and his Magic Lamp at the 
University Concert Hall, Limerick. It was about a boy called Aladdin who worked with his mother Twinkee and his 
twin brother Wishee Washee at a laundrette. We had great fun! There was loads of singing and dancing. They even 
had a real dog called Teddy Bear.  We left the school at 11.15 and arrived in Limerick at approximately 12.00.We then 
arrived back at the school at 5.00 after a great play.  We got delayed on the road with floods and storms but thankfully 
we got back safely. So over all we had a fantastic day out. 

By Chloe Lane, Shóna McDonald, Sinead Carey and Saidhbh O’Brien 



Red/ Green Day:  Friday Dec.20th - the day of the school holidays pupils will be allowed to dress in festive 
colours to raise money for charity. This year’s chosen charity is Our Lady’s Hospital for Sick 

Children,Crumlin.If pupils would like to donate €2 on Friday to this charity we will also add some money 
from the proceeds of the 5th class Fast on Tuesday last and pass it on to the hospital. 

          

Fashion show: Total raised from our Fashion Show was €13,394. 

There were a number of spot prizes left over from the Fashion Show so we held a raffle in the school and the 
following were the lucky winners : Diarmaid O ‘Halloran, Eileen Connellan, Oisin O Donoghue, Lily 
Hughes Keane, Kailum Cahir, Aidan Cleary Hayes ,Hannah Hegarty, Muireann Corry, Gary Mulligan and 
Cillian O’Riordain. We would like, once again, to thank the people who sponsored our Fashion Show and all 
the school community whose huge efforts made it a memorable occasion. 

 

5
th

 Class Fast:  Total raised was €750. We will divide the money between the following charities: St. 
Vincent de Paul, Our Lady’s Hospital for Sick Children, Crumlin and Bothar. 

 

Photographs of  the above events can be viewed on our website. 

 

Dates to remember:  

 School closes on Friday December 20th at 12.30 p.m. for infants and at 12.45 p.m. for all other classes. 

School reopens on Monday January 6th 2014. 

 

Can I take this opportunity to thank our school community- parents, pupils, Board of Management, Parents 
Association, teachers and staff, Fr. Jerry and Canon O Carroll, for all their hard work, dedication, 
commitment and help, in what has been a very busy term. As you can see a lot of these activities took place 
outside of school and we are extremely grateful to all the parents who took the time to drive the pupils to 
these events. This has enabled the pupils experience all these wonderful opportunities. Have a wonderful 
Christmas and we look forward to seeing you all safe and well next term. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

_______________________________  

Jim Curran 

 

 

 


