
KNOCKANEAN NATIONAL SCHOOL

Easter Newsletter 2014

Dear Parents,

As we reach the end of another very busy and productive term the pupils take a look back at the highlights
of the past term as they saw it!

Biodiversity workshop:  Robin Barry did an Environmental workshop with us. He talked about how the
animals are going to die. You should not leave rat poison in your gardens or fields and if you do the rats will
eat the poison and the rat will lie down half dead then the owl will eat the poisoned rat and then the owl will
feel sick. The fox will eat the owl and the fox will feel sick  and will probably lie down beside the food you
are growing and the poison will go into the food .If you eat the food you will get very sick and might die. If
we had no trees we wouldn’t be able to breathe and we will die .He showed us worms and lots of other
insects.

By Aoibhín O Callaghan, Brandon Lignon, Elin Blake

Boys Indoor Hurling: On the 16th of January the boys of 4th class went to Gurteen to play an indoor hurling
competition .The teams that were there were Knockanean, Clarecastle, Quin and last but not least
Newmarket. First we played Clarecastle and lost 5-3. Then we had a break while Quin and Newmarket
played and Quin won. After a while we went back on to play Quin and lost 5-4 which put Quin in the final.
Clarecastle were in the final with Quin.  Quin lost and Clarecastle won and were through to the next round.
Our last match did not matter but we tried our best anyway. In the end we tied and went home. We were
absolutely exhausted and had a great time.

By Gary Lane and Cian Moloney

Girls Indoor Camogie: On Thursday the 23 of January the 5th and 4th class girls played an indoor camogie
completion in Gurteen. We played Clonmoney, Quin and Clooney. We drew one and won the other two.
Then we played against Clonmoney again because we drew first, thankfully we won because Sinéad Ó
Connor scored the winning goal. Now we are through to the next round. We were wrecked but we had a
great time. Now we are in the top ten teams. Hopefully we will be as lucky as we were last time.

On Thursday the 6th of February, the 4th and 5th girls went to an indoor completion in Gurteen. There were
three schools there .Gaelscoil, Shannon and Knockanean .The first teams to play were Gaelscoil and
Shannon .Gaelscoil won .Then Knockanean played Gaelscoil. Sadly we lost by a goal. Best of luck to
Gaelscoil in the final.

By Aoibhínn O Loughlin & Úna Ní Choileáin

Energy Workshop: On Friday the 31st of January an energy workshop was held. A woman named Áine
visited our school to tell us how to save energy and less polluting. She taught us to reduce carbon dioxide by
car pooling and taking shorter showers and lots more brilliant ideas to save energy. Áine also did
experiments with us they included a borocca boost tablet and a pinch of water in a tiny container which
when it created carbon dioxide, it got trapped and exploded. We enjoyed this very good lesson with Áine
and hope she visits us again.

By Sophie Roughan and Sinead Clancy



Me Mollser: On the 5th of February, 3rd 5th and 6th classes got a chance to go see a play called ‘Me
Mollser’in Glór after 3rd class won a poetry competition in Clare. The drama was a one person play.
Mollser’s father caught T.B in the tenement house they lived in and Mollsers mother was having a baby. Just
before the baby was born he father past away. Mollser had an object belonging to every person she knew.
She used these to show where they all lived in the tenement house. At the end Mollser found a doll that was
meant to show her. She hid a coffin behind her bed to represent her ghost. She put the doll in the coffin to
show that she was dead.

By Emily Murphy and Alison Meaney

Lighthouses: Last Wednesday Feb 12th    John Magner, a lighthouse keeper for over 24 years, paid us a visit
at school. He talked to us about living in a lighthouses and working in one. There were always two bulbs
going at one time. He brought us in a bulb that they used in the lighthouse- it was massive!!!!  His favourite
things to do in a lighthouse were making crafts and playing games. In his spare time he knitted a huge rug
and a quilt.

There were three people working in a lighthouse at once. If he worked for two weeks he’d get two weeks off
and if he worked for one month he’d get one month off. It was tough working in a lighthouse he said. He
used to fish a lot and they ate a lot of dried food. They had to bring their own food onto the lighthouse
because there were no shops nearby. He showed us some art and crafts that he made. We also made
lighthouses at home it was quite hard.

By Darragh Hurley, Millie Hadden and Laura Butler

Girls Basketball League: Mr. Curran ran a basketball league for the girls in 6th and 5th classes. The league
was run over small and big lunches. The Tipperary team won, and   the Kerry team came second. The final
was a tough game that went to a replay which also was a tough game. The winners and runners up get gold
and silver medals for all their hard work. Thanks to Mr. Curran for all the hard work to organise this event.

Tipperary: Muireann Collins, Sally Brogan,  Roisín Corbett, Sophie Roughan,  Eileen Connellan, Williane
Silva

Kerry: Shauna Murphy, Shona Duffy,  Sadhbh Kelleher, Siún Mc Namara, Ruth Kearney, Ayomide
Adeyemi, Chloe Lane

By: Aisling Reidy, Shauna Murphy, Gail Norton and Muireann Collins

Marion Keane Basketball: Knockanean went to the Ennis National School to play the first basketball
match in our group. The starting team for the girls was Shauna Murphy, Aisling Reidy, Sadhbh Kelleher,
Muireann Collins and Emma Ferguson. Irene Neylon, Alannah Moore, Gail Norton and Sally Brogan came
on. The final score was 11 to Knockanean and 4 to Ennis National. The boys played a great match. The
starting team was Ben Ryan, Conor Mc Daid, Conor Kelleher, Kevin Nugent and Bb. Alan Killeen, Ben
Cosgrove and Cian Roughan came on. In the end Knockanean won both matches.

Our second round of games was against the Holy Family in Gurteen. Both boys and girl won both their
matches. Next up was Scoil Chroist Rí , Cloughleigh. This was the school in which Marion Keane worked.
If we won here both boys and girls would come out of their groups- which we did!!

We are now in the quarter finals of this competition. The girls will play Toonagh and the boys will play
Gaelscoil Mhilil Chiosóg in Gurteen on Thursday April 10th

By: Muireann Collins, Lily Keane, Conor Mc Daid and Gary Mulligan.



5th Class Trip to Ennis: On Thursday, 27th of February, 5th class visited Milanos, Clare Museum and Glór.
We were dropped off at Milanos at 9:30 am. Then the manager, Darragh gave us paper hats and plastic
aprons. We started flattening the dough with our hands. Then the chef passed around the rolling pin. After
we all rolled the dough the chef and the manager brought out the tomato sauce and mozzarella. After that we
spread the sauce and placed the cheese on top and put it in the pan. The chef told us he put the oven on 371
degrees. When he took our pizzas out of the oven the waiters put them in boxes to take home. After Milanos
we took a walk down the road to the museum. When we got there our tour guide took us into a room to show
us about WW1. He had medals, postcards, a gun and much more. Next we travelled to Glór for an art
exhibition. There was 3D art, painting knitting and paper figures. Thanks to Ms. Gavin and Margaret - we
had a great day

By Cian Hadden and Diarmuid O Halloran

 Water Forum 2014: On the 3rd of March five members of the Green School Committee, Emma Ferguson,
Alannah Moore, Kayleigh McNamara, Muireann Collins, Sally Brogan and Mrs. Colleran went to the West
County to a Water Forum. Eight schools were there. At 9:50am all the schools registered and the
presentation started. We had to design a perfect water school with many systems for saving water and an
action plan. After that we had a break, followed by a game where you gathered ideas for helping save water
in your school. At the end of the Forum (12:30) the instructors gave prizes to the 2 best schools. We came
2nd. They gave us reusable water bottles, badges, pencils & tattoos. Then we came back to the school. It was
a great day and we have lots of new ideas to improve our water programme. Thank you Mrs. Colleran, it
was a great experience.

By, Muireann Collins and Alannah Moore

Waltons: This year we entered Waltons Music for Schools. All of 5th class and the 6th class members of
Music Club came together to make this wonderful piece of music. It is called Trip to Fantasy on board the
Sally Gardens. At the start we had three girls named Róisín Moore, Alannah Meaney and Ruth Kearney who
sang the first part to start our song. There were lots of Clare flags and 5th class boys were using hurleys
because Clare had just won The All Ireland. We decided for Clare to be our theme and it was very vibrant
and full of colour. We also had some set dancers and Sean Nós dancers. Thanks to Feilim O Choileáin for
composing the piece of music, Ms Gavin for conducting and Mrs Mac for organising this whole event. On
the 4th of April we heard on Lyric FM that we were one of 7 schools to get through to the National Concert
Hall in Dublin. We will go to Dublin on the 12th of May and hope we come 1st 2nd or 3rd place. Well done
Mrs Mac and the participants in 5th and 6th class

By Roisín Moore and Alannah Meaney

Féile Áitiúil an Chláir: 4th class performed “An Scáthán Draíochta” in Glór for a competition which got us
through to the Munster Finals. .Roisin Cahill was snow white who won best actress out of twelve schools.
Emma O Dwyer was the evil queen who was determent to kill snow white. The seven dwarfs were Brian
Corry, Dylan Collins, Charlie Mc Guinness, Morgan Lahiffe, Sidney Fletcher Burke, Luke Hardin and John
Blake. It was a splendid day out for 4th class. But not the last performance in this competition!!Many thanks
to Mr Murphy for all his help and technical guidance!!!

We were very successful in the Munster final and we got through to the All-Ireland with 4 other schools
including us. The All Irelands will be in Mullingar Co. Westmeath. We are honoured to represent
Knockanean for the occasion. Our aunts and uncles came to support us as well as some teachers and of
course Mr. Curran .The judges said that we had very clear Gaeilge!!!!

By Emma O Dwyer and Eddie Shaw.



World Book Day: On the 7th of March we had World Book Day! There were all sorts of different characters
such as Harry Potter, Minnie Mouse, Dorothy from The Wizard of Oz, Miss Trunchbull from Matilda and an
array of princesses, Wally from Where’s Wally and a few soccer players! The school yard was changed
from a normal school to a magical, fantasy world. Even some of the teachers participated in this colourful
event such as Mrs Mac dressed up as Pocahontas’s mother and Mr Curran as Where’s Wally. The day was a
great success and stretched our imagination!

By Lily Keane, Shona Duffy and Kayleigh McNamara!!!!

Ceili Mór: On Thursday at 11:30 all the classes took part in the Ceili Mor in the yard. Some parents came to
watch. First we did the Siege of Ennis while Ms Deloughery and Mrs.Mac and a few pupils played different
instruments. After that Shona organised a flash mob to the tune of “An Dreoilin” which all the classes and
all the teachers took part in. They were both great fun for everybody involved. There was great atmosphere
and all the teachers and parents joined in!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! We’d like to thank Shona for teaching us the
Dreolin and to Mrs Mac for the great music. A special thank you to Ms Deloughery for organising the whole
day.

By Cian Galvin and Emily Herbert!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Band Spectacular: On Thursday 27th of March the Knockanean Music Club took part in the Band
Spectacular 2014. At 10:30 am the classes from 2nd-5th left the school for The Ennis National School. We
were one of 6 schools to participate, the other schools were: Cloghleigh, Milford, Gael Scoil Mhilig Chiosóg
, CBS and The Ennis National. When we arrived we set up our music stands and tuned up! After a while it
was our turn to perform. We played Nikosi Sikele, Lord of the Rings and finished up with the famous
Pirates of the Caribbean. We all had great fun! When all the schools had finished playing their pieces we all
played the Siege of Ennis, Irelands Call and our national anthem, Amhrain Na bhFiann. We would like to
thank Mrs.Mac, Saoirse and Mr.Curran! We all had a SPECTACULAR day!!!!!!!!!!!

By Siún Mc Namara and Rebecca Ann Grant 

Green Flag: On Tuesday the Green School inspector visited to see how we were getting on. She came at 10
o clock in the morning. First thing she did was go into two of the classes to see what some of the classes
knew. After that she had a little talk with the Green School pupils on what we knew. At break she showed us
where our water metres were. Too our surprise we had three of them! She showed us how they worked. It
was very interesting. That was our day with the Green School inspector and in the end she awarded us with
our Green Flag for Water.

By Darragh O Callaghan and Cillian O’Riordain

4th Class hurling blitz: On Wed April 2nd we all travelled to Eire Og Ennis to play a hurling blitz. The
teams were mixed with Clarecastle. Boys and girls played on each team. We each played three matches.
After our first game we had lunch and played two matches after lunch. There was a teacher per team and
they refereed the games. We had a wonderful day!

By Charlie Mc Guinness and Cian Moloney.

7 a Side Camogie: On Wednesday the 02/04/14 we went to Wolfe Tones Camogie Pitch to play 3 matches.
In the first match we beat Clonmoney, in the second match we played Ballyea. It was level at half time but
Knockanean managed to come out on top after a strong second half. Finally in the third match we played St.
Senan`s Shannon. . 6 teams are left in the competition and on Tuesday April 29th we will travel to
Sixmilebridge for the finals. By Meadhbh O Connor and Roisín Corbett



7 a Side Girls Football: We went to Gaelscoil pitch for the girls football blitz. Our first match was against
the Gaelscoil .Then we played Crusheen. They were both very tough. We won both matches. As a result we
got through to the final. On Wednesday 9th April we will be playing the final in Clarecastle. There are now
only 6 teams left in the competition and we are one of them!!!! So best of luck to the girls football team!!

By Sophie Roughan and Orla Begley.

7 aside Boys Football: On Wed April 2nd we all travelled to the Gaelscoil to play this football competition.
Our first match was against the CBS. It was a tight game. We were down a goal going into the last minute
and Cian Galvin scored a goal to draw the match. Our second game was against the Gaelscol , which we also
drew. Our last game was against Doora which we won. Unfortunately we did not come out of our group.

By Gary Mulligan and Conor Mc Daid.

7 aside hurling: On Friday April 4th we all went to Clooney GAA pitch for the 7 aside hurling competition.
Our first match was against Quin N.S and it was very tough. With goals from Gary Mulligan and Cian
Galvin we managed to overcome the opposition. In the second match we played Doora N.S, literally a walk
in the park. A strong performance by James Shaw and Tony Butler. Thirdly we played Clooney, they were
very physical but in the end we triumphed against them with our fantastic skill. Last but not least we played
Ballycar, we put on all our subs determined to make an impact. Bb scored a very very powerful goal. Not
long after Joey swung his hurley and magically the ball went over the bar. In the second half Diarmuid O`
Halloran showed great potential. In the end was a great day and we all had fun.

By Bb and James Shaw

Greenwave: Well done to all the pupils (13 so far!) who sent in photographs of the various signs of spring.
These are now uploaded onto the Geeenwave website. Thanks to the parents and grandparents who helped
the pupils spot the various different species.

Active Schools Flag update:

 We launched our Active School’s Blog – www.knockaneanactive.weebly.com. The huge visitor
traffic is fantastic. This site is also linked from our school website. The blog will be updated weekly
with new information, photographs, match reports, and, the active homework.

 3rd and 4th class enjoyed Lunchtime Circuits on Mondays for the past three weeks. Thank you to the
boys and girls from 5th and 6th class for their coaching skills.

 Monday May 12th will mark the start of our ‘Active Week’.  During this week we hope to offer
students an opportunity to experience a variety of physical activity (e.g. yoga, Pilates, Zumba, Tai
Chi any kind of activity, set dancing). If any parents/past pupils have any skills they would be
willing to share please contact Ms. Deloughery.

Cash for Clobber: The Parents Association are again organising this fundraiser in May. Please hold onto
any of your unwanted clothes for this collection.

Internet Safety for schools / Cyber bullying talk: Reminder - On Wednesday April 30th @7.30 p.m. we
have arranged for Dr. Maureen Griffen, Forensic Psychologist to give a talk in the school for parents on
issues such as social networking, online gaming, cyber-bullying and mobile phone safety.



School Books: Mahony’s Ennis will again this year, open the book shop on Thursday June 19th from 6p.m.
– 9p.m. to facilitate the parents of Knockanean N.S. to purchase school books for the coming school year. In
return they will donate 10 % of all takings on the night to the school. This will not affect the discount
voucher that the shop provides to all parents. Booklists will be issued to all parents in advance of this night.
Please support as it will provide much needed funds for the school.

OSI Competition: 5th class have entered a ‘Map My School’ competition through OSI (Ordnance Survey
Ireland). The pupils have been working extremely hard on this project and therefore we would really
appreciate your support. Here is how you can help!
The Map My School competition sets out to bring map making and map reading skills to primary school
children.
Entries will be photographed and placed on the website for comments and voting.
Entries will be judged on the basis of 40% for Accuracy and 40% for Creative Design. The remaining 20%
will be awarded on the basis of comments and voting on the website.
The final decision on winning entries will rest with Ordnance Survey Ireland.
Entries will be made viewable on this website and each school will be notified by email to encourage voting
and comments. Website will remain live for comments and voting until Friday 25th April 2014.
Here are the websites you will need: http://mapmyschool.osi.ie/ http://mapmyschool.osi.ie/entries/ So get
online and vote for us!
We would like to take this opportunity to thank Anthony O Halloran for all his time and help over the past
few weeks.

Dates to remember:

Easter holidays: School closes Friday April 11th at 12.30 for infants and 12.45 for all other classes. School
reopens Monday April 28th.

Internet safety talk: Wednesday April 30th at 7.30 pm in the school.

May Bank Holiday: School closed on Monday May 5th

 Elections: School closed on Friday May 23rd

First Holy Communion: Saturday May 10th, Church of Our Lady, Roslevan at 11.30a.m

June Bank Holiday: School closed on Friday May 30th reopens Wednesday June 4th

Can I take this opportunity to thank our school community- parents, pupils, Board of Management, Parents
Association, teachers and staff, Fr. Jerry and Canon O Carroll, for all their hard work, dedication,
commitment and help, in what has been a very busy term. As you can see a lot of these activities took place
outside of school and we are extremely grateful to all the parents who took the time to drive the pupils to
these events. This has enabled the pupils experience all these wonderful opportunities. Have a wonderful
Easter and we look forward to seeing you all safe and well next term.

Yours sincerely,

__________________

Jim Curran




