
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Newsletter       March 2016 

 

Dear Parents / Guardians, 

As we reach the end of another very busy and productive term the pupils take a look back at the highlights of the past 

term as they saw it! 

 

Indoor Hurling: On Thurs Jan 21st 4th class played an indoor hurling tournament in Gurteen. We left on the bus at 

half eleven. When we arrived our first game was against Stonehall National School. We won that game seven goals to 

no score. Then we went to the dressing room for a bite to eat. Our next game was against a strong Quin team that beat 

us 9-0!! Our last game was against Newmarket which we lost 3-2 and we had a goal disallowed!! We really enjoyed 

the day out even though we lost. 

By Mark O'Connor and Ian Williams. 

 

Indoor Camogie:  

On Thursday the 28th of Jan the fifth and fourth class girls played an indoor camogie tournament in Gurteen. We left 

on the bus at 11. When we arrived we got changed and then warmed up for the match. We played Stonehall first and 

beat them. Then we played Quin and beat them too. After that we ate our lunch. Finally we played Newmarket they 

were great but in the end we beat them. The week after, we played in the semi-finals against GaelscoilMhichilCíosóg 

and Crusheen. It wasn’t our best week as we didn’t win either of our matches, but we had great fun! 

By Isabella Crowley, Phoenix McGovern Woulfe, Caoilainn Mc Namara  

 

Girls Basketball League: 

The fifth and sixth class girls did a basketball league in school every lunch time for the past few weeks. The teams 

were Kilkenny, Kerry, Tipperary, Galway, Clare and Sligo. Every day at big lunch Mr Curran refereed two matches. 

The two teams that got to the final were Tipp and Sligo. Tipperaryteam was: AnnaCosgrove, Grace Kennedy Chloe 

Hogan, Amara Meyer, Ella Bohannon and Millie Hadden.The   Sligo team was Sinead O’Connor, Ciara Mulligan, 

Caoilainn McNamara, Aoife Carey and Roisin Mc Donagh. Tipp.won by two baskets but it was a close match. Well 

done to all the girls that participated and many thanks to Mr Curran for organising it! 

By Chloe Hogan and Sinead O’Connor! 

 

 

Boys Basketball League: The sixth and fifth class boys did a basketball league at school at break .The teams were 

Galway,Clare,Sligo, Kerry and Kilkenny Everyday Mr. Curran refereed two matches. The two teams that got to the 

final were Sligo and Galway. Sligo team was : Ciaran O'Driscoll , Sidney Fletcher Burke, Rhys McGovern Wolfe, 

Cian Moloney and Ronan Tarrant.Galway team was Dylan Collins, Gary Lane, Luke Killeen, Thomas Doherty . Sligo 

won by 8 points to 0 in the final. It was a one sided match. Well done to all the boys for participating and a very big 

thanks to Mr. Curran for organising and refereeing the matches. 

By Cian Moloney and Dylan Collins 

 



Pink Ribbon Day: On the 12th of February 2016 we had our annual Pink Ribbon Day. Everyone dressed in pink 

including the teachers. The sixth class students did nails, face painting and tattoos for all the classes. During lunch we 

had a skipathon and everyone joined in, and we had lots of fun. Loads of people baked cakes, buns, cupcakes, rice 

krispies squares and lots more. After break everyone in the school gathered outside and made two big ribbons. It was a 

great day and everyone enjoyed it!!!Thanks to Aileen for organising it! 

By Anna Cosgrove, Mary O’Callaghan and Lucy Scullion! 

 

Band Spectacular: On the 16th of February 2016 the music club went to Shannon Airport. We left at quarter to ten in 

the morning. The other schools were Milford National School and Ennis National School. We were on first. We 

played Pirates of the Caribbean, the Titanic theme song, March of the High Kings and Lord of the Rings . After each 

school had played, we all went on to play Ireland's Call, Amhran Na bhFiann and Orósè do bheatha ‘bhaile.. Then we 

went to McDonald's for food and ice-cream. We had a great day. Thanks to Mrs Mc Namara for helping us learn our 

tunes. 

By Ciara McNamara and Aine Barry. 

 

3rd Class trip to Ennis: On Wed Feb 17th 3rd took a trip to Ennis. First of all we went to Clare Museum. When we 

went in we got a sheet with lots of questions. We had to go around and answer the questions. We then went upstairs 

and answered more questions. We then walked to Glór and had our lunch there. We had a look at the exhibitions in 

Glór. We got to see the stage in Glór. After Glór we walked to Clare library and we got an explanation on how the 

library works. Most of us took out books from the library. After the library we came back to school. We had a great 

day! 

By Fiadh O'Shea and Ruby Stubbs 

 

JEP launch: Like last year 6th class will be competing in the Junior Entrepreneur Programme. We launched Jarmac 

Cards on 10th of March. Our parents came and had coffee/tea and treats while we sold the cards .We had many deals 

and varieties of cards. We were delighted  to see you there and hope that you were  happy with our product! 

By Chloe Hogan and Emma O’ Dwyer  

 

Artist in Residence: Anna Colmer has been working with 5th and 6th class for ten weeks. We’ve been working on an 

animation about 1916. It's about a 12 year old boy named Conor who goes on a trip across Dublin to get food for his 

family.  On the way he meets a girl and they become good friends.We worked in groups of four to create the different 

scenes. We also had to draw the characters.  We then take   pictures with a camera of the different movements in each 

scene. In 30 seconds of filming there are more than 170 photos!! We also included sounds effects and music to 

enhance the cartoon. 

By Laura Butler and Hannah Doyle  

 

Engineers Week - Intel Engineers: As part of Engineers week, 5 engineers from Intel in Shannon came into 2nd and 

3rd class. Ciara and Michael went into 2nd and they started off by showing us a video of how they  build 

aeroplanes,cars ,alarm clocks etc. Afterwards they helped us tomake a bridge. We got to use straws, elastic bands, 

paper clips, string and two classroom chairs to hold it up. When we had completed our bridges we had to give them a 

name like “The Irish Bridge” “The Bridge of Life” “The Sydney Bridge” and “The Knockanean Bridge”. Afterwards 

there was a competition to see which bridge was the best. Before they left everybody got a certificate and we got off 

homework that night!! We had a really good day! 

By Michael O'Coileain and Grace Herbert 

 

Marian Keane Basketball: 

On March 10th and the 11th The Marian Keane Basketball Tournament took place. The girls played Cloughleigh first 

and we beat them.The next day the girls played Holy Family and Ennis National.The first match we played Holy 

Family.It was a good game and we won.After that we played Ennis National and we won again so now the girls are 

into the semi -final. The boys played Cloughleigh and they beat them. On the second day the boys played the Holy 

Family and the lost to them. In their second game the boys played Ennis N.S and they lost to them which meant that 

the boys were out of the Marian Keane tournament. 

Ellen Doyle,Charlie McGuinness and Dylan Collins 



 

World Book Day: On March 4th we celebrated World Book Day. We all dressed up as characters from books or 

movies. We had all different types of costumes, from classic movies to cartoons, to action heroes. Some of the 

characters included Fr. Jack, Kevin from the Minions, a crayon, Facebook, Sponge Bob, Bruce Springsteen, Alvin 

from Alvin and the Chipmunks, characters from Red Riding Hood, the Simpsons, Where’s Wally etc. We even had 

Shrek (Mr. Curran!!)  Everybody made a huge effort and dressed up brilliantly. Thanks to all our parents for helping 

get ready for this day. It was most enjoyable and we hope to do it again next year!  

By Paddy McGuinness and Eoin Begley 

 

 

Egyptian Day: On Tuesday March7th Amy/ Saoirse’s 3rd class had an Egyptian Day. We made cookies using a  

special butter called ghee in order to create a special taste. All the class dressed up as Egyptians for the day .We 

wrapped up some pupils in toilet paper to make them look like mummies. We all had a project to do on Egypt and we 

talked to the class about this on the day. We made our own paper that looked like papyrus from shredded newspaper 

and water. We had a great day!! 

By Ella Courtney and James Shalloo Murphy 

 

Musical Instruments:  If anyone wishes to buy a keyboard, drums or other instrument,please contact Joan McNamara 

(5th class) for information. 

 

Literacy Lift Off: This is now up and running in 1st class. Many thanks to all the teachers involved in organising this 

project. 

 

Birthday invitations: Birthday invitations are not to be given out in the school or schoolgrounds. The Board of 

Management has chosen to adopt this policy so that no pupil feels left out when birthday invitations are being handed 

out. 

Cash for Clobber:If you are clearing out the winter wardrobe in preparation for the summer, we are having a Cashfor 

Clobber collection on April 8thas a fund raiser for the school. Just use ordinary black bags for your old clothes and 

bring to the school after the Easter holidays. Ask your friends or family to contribute to our collection as well! 

 

School’s Proclamation Day:Tuesday March 16th is Proclamation Day. This is the day that every school in the 

country is invited to share the results of their “Proclamation for a New Generation” To mark the day we are holding a 

celebration of ‘Irishness’ event which will involve music, dance, reading of our own proclamation which has been 

written by 6th class and culminating in the raising of the Irish flag by the youngest pupil in the school Nathan Dixon 

and the oldest pupil in the school Luke Harding. 

 

Proclamation Day Projects: Over the past number of months the senior classes in particular have been involved in a 

number of projects to mark the 1916 Rising , using the medium of the arts, drama, music and film, as well as story. 

Some of these projects include-  

 

● The Proclamation: The children in 6th class have rewritten their own version of the Proclamation, expressing 

their hopes and aspirations for Ireland in this new generation. It is based on the 1916 Proclamation. This has 

been done in every Primary School in Ireland, and will be read out on Proclamation day, March 15th.  

 

● Music:  The children in 5th class have composed a piece of music:‘A Soundscape of Easter Monday 1916’.  

 

● Artist in Residence Project:  Both 5th and 6th are currently making an animated film, based on a story they 

have jointly written, storyboarded, and commenced filming. This has been exciting and demanding but so 

worthwhile. 

 

● Drama: The children in 4th class have been working on a drama - ‘EiríAmach 1916’ about the Rising. The 

pupils in Amy / Saoirse’s 3rd class have prepared a drama based on “The Children of the Rising” 



 

● “The Foggy Dew" is up and running, and has been a major hit with the kids this year. An analysis of the 

words of this song is a very interesting way of getting the children`s feeling for the events of Easter Week 

1916. 

 

Music Generation: On Easter Sunday, four students from Knockanean National School ,will be singing in Collins 

Barracks, at the  ‘A Nation’s Voice’  event. This has come about through the Music Generation Programme which has 

been in operation in the school since September 2014. Aislinn& Aoife Carey,Ailbhe Wright and Isabella Crowley 

have been practising each week since November and have travelled to Dublin and Athlone to rehearse with 200 other 

children. They will be performing a newly composed work by Shaun Davey and the Hallelujah Chorus by Handel. 

The event will be broadcast live on Easter Sunday.There will be a piece on Nationwide tonight about ‘A Nation’s 

Voice’ and it will include a section from the Athlone rehearsal. So look out for the lovely Knockanean representatives. 

 

Dates to remember: 

  

Easter Holidays:               March 17th and will reopen on Monday April 4th   

Ceremony of Light for 6th class:           Wednesday April 13th  at 7.00 p.m. in the school 

Confirmation:                                      April 16th, 11.00a.m. Church of Our Lady Roslevan 

Sacrament of Reconciliation            April 20th time and venue to be confirmed 

Communion                                         May 28th at 11 a.m. Church of Our Lady Roslevan 

Swimming for Second Class  3-4p.m Thursday April 7th 2016 

 

I want to take this opportunity to thank our school community- parents, pupils, Board of Management, Parents 

Association, teachers and staff, Fr. Jerry and Canon O'Carroll, for all their hard work, dedication, commitment and 

help, in what has been a very busy term. Have a wonderful Easter and we look forward to seeing you all safe and well 

next term. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 
__________________________  

Jim Curran 


