
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Newsletter                                                                     June 2016 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
This is the final newsletter of the 2015/2016 school year and the pupils look back at some of the events / 
highlights as they saw them since Easter. 

 

 

Music Generation:  

Since September 4th and 5th class have been doing The Music Generation Programme. 

On Thursday, the 7th of April 5th class were invited to Cois na hAbhna, to a Songster workshop. The week 

before, we picked some of our favourite songs to sing for the other schools. There were four other schools in 

Cois na hAbhna who have also been working on the Music Generation Programme. First we did some vocal 

and physical warm ups. After that we were divided into two groups and did some beat boxing and made up 

songs of our own about our dream jobs. After having our lunch outside, we came back in from our break and 

made up a song about the environment and how we would to make it better. We finished off the day by 

singing some of our favourite pop songs and headed back to school. We really enjoyed our fun day out! 

By Millie Hadden and Anna Purcell. 

 

7 aside Camogie: 

This year fifth and sixth class girls participated in the 7 aside camogie. We played three games. We beat 

Flagmount and Mountshannon and got to the final. In the final we played Kilnamona and sadly lost. It was a 

great day out. 

By Grace Kennedy and Jessica Roughan. 

 

5 aside Soccer; 

On the 13th of April 6th class boys and girls went to Lees Road to play 5 aside soccer.The boys and girls 

were split into 2 teams each.None of the girls teams made it to the semi-final as the other teams were very 

good.One of the boys teams lost but the other team made it to the semi-finals. They played Mol an Óige and 

it was a draw of 1-1.It went into extra time and sadly the boys lost. It was a great day and we all really 

enjoyed it. 

 

By Ellen Doyle and Oriana O`Shea. 

 

Confirmation: One the16 th of April 6th class made their Confirmation. It started at 11:00 and finished at 

12:10. Both Fr. Jerry and the Canon said the mass. Fourth and Fifth class were in the choir and sang 

beautifully. At the end of the mass the whole class sang Bridge over Troubled Water. When the mass was 

finished everyone stayed to take a few photographs. The sun was shining all day long. It was a great day.  

By Ciara Mulligan and Ciara McNamara  



 

Basketball: 6th class girls have been playing in the Marion Keane basketball tournament. In the first round 

they boys were closely beaten and were knocked out of the league. The girls won their matches and went 

through to the second round. On the 21st of April the girls played Crusheen. It was a very close match but 

Knockanean came out on top by 2 points. In the quarter- final the girls played against Cooraclare. It was a 

very tough game and went to extra time, but our girls fought hard and won 14-10!! In the semi-final we 

played Gaelscoil. We were beaten but we played with heart. Gaelscoil went on to play Toonagh and came 

out on top. We played against Ballyea for 3rd and 4th place. It was a close match all the way through but 

sadly we lost but Ms Flaherty brought us to the shop and bought us ice-cream!! 

By Mary O Callaghan and Katelyn Meaney 

 

7 aside Girls Football final: On Friday sixth class were in the finals of the mini 7s tournament and played a 

number of matches. The first game they played was against Newmarket and which they won. They then 

played the Gaelscoil in which we lost by a point. But luckily for us Newmarket won against the Gaelscoil 

and we were back in it again.Then there was a three way play-off which we won. We were now in the final 

against Annagh / Mullagh. Unfortunately for us, all our previously hard matches had sapped our energy and 

we lost. Ms. Horgan treated us to ice-cream to heal our heavy hearts!!! 

By Roisín Cahill and Emma O Dwyer 

 

Science Testing: Enda Price came into 1st class on April 18th. He is a scientist and he works for a company 

called Regeneron. He brought in face masks and hair nets for all the class. We put them on and we did PH 

testing.  We tested water, vinegar and baking soda. The PH levels were 7, 3 and 9. At the end Enda gave us 

triangle markers. It was great fun. 

By Aoife Horan and OisínPenston 

 

Junior Infant tour: We went to Kinvara Fairy Farm on our school tour. Lots of classes came to cheer us off 

on our tour. There was a fairy forest there with fairy doors on the trees. There was also a fairy well. There 

was also a place where the Tooth fairy writes down the names of the people who lost a tooth.There was a 

wooden see saw there as well. We saw lots of animals such as goats,pigs, guinea pigs and rabbits.We got to 

hold a little fluffy baby guinea pig. At the end there was a massive slide we got to go on. We had a really 

good day. 

By Olivia Prendeville and Orla Blake 

 

Senior Infant tour: We went to Moherhill Farm on our school tour. We went to a big shed and left our bags 

there. We got our bag of food to feed the animals. We all went to feed the sheep and after that we fed the 

goats and the pigs. Our favourite animals were the Chipmunks and Ostrich. After we fed the animals we had 

our lunch. After we ate our food we went to the play area. We got split into groups some groups played on 

the bouncy castle some played in the ball pool and the others played in the playground and the sand. After 

the play area we went on go karts. Our favourite part of our tour was holding the bunny and the ostrich egg. 

We had a great school tour! 

By George Leahy and Ciara Brooks. 

 

1st class tour: On May 17th 1st class went to the Atlantic Aquarium in Salthill Galway. The biggest fish in 

the entire aquarium was Valentine the gigantic ray who was born 12 years ago on St. Valentine’s Day!! We 

got to rub sharks and smaller rays while they were swimming. Some of them were really slippery. One ray 

felt kinda like sandpaper. We also saw gigantic crabs, lobsters, sea urchins and clown fish. We also did 

experiments. We made rockets, slime, volcano and we also put a balloon on a bottle and acid made the 

balloon blow up. 



After the aquarium we went to Coole Park for lunch and we got some treats there. Afterwards we played and 

got to run around. We then came home. It was one of the best school tours! 

By Aoibhinn Moore and Lucy Norton  

 

2nd Class Tour: We went to Bunratty castle on our school tour. The castle is over 600 years old. First the 

McNamara's owned the castle and then the O’Brien’s attacked it and took it over. There are lots of spy holes 

in the castle so the guests cannot say anything bad about the king. You’re also not allowed to look the king 

in the eyes; you have to look at his feet or over his head. After the castle we went into the folk park. We 

went into the farm house. Here the kids had to sleep upstairs, but there was no stairs so the kids had to go up 

a ladder. We saw the blacksmith's shed, the old school. Here the girls were in one class and the boys were in 

another. We then sat in the tea rooms and had our lunch. We had a great day!! 

By Sophie Leahy and Anna Lane 

 

3rd Class Tour: We went to Mullaghmore on our tour. We saw the Burren, lots of flowers and wildlife, We 

also saw Father Ted’s house. It was big and full of rabbits. We had our lunch on top of Mullaghmore. 

Afterwards we went to The Planet in Ennis. Here we played bowling, Quasar and we also spent time in the 

soft play area. Afterwards we went home. We had a really good day but the mountain was hard though! 

By Lauren Quinn and Fiadh O Shea 

 

4th Class tour: We went to Galway museum on our tour. We found out lots of interesting stuff about 

artifacts. There was a special floor dedicated to 1916. The top floor was used to generate electricity. There 

was also a submarine on this floor and you could go inside. Afterwards we went to Pure Skills. We each got 

a card so we could keep our score. The highest score gets a voucher to come back to pure skills. Then we 

had food! We had Domino’s pizza, goujons and wedges. On the way home we kept asking the teacher to go 

to the beach, but it was too late. When we came home we all thanked the teacher. We told our parents all 

about it and we were very happy!! 

By Natasha Crotty and Ailbhe Wright 

 

5th class tour: 

On June 20th 5th class went to UL adventure centre. We had to pick out our wetsuits and we got put into 

groups.Some groups did kayaking and canoeing and others did windsurfing  and Stand up Paddling. 

Everybody got to do every activity. We got a half hour at each activity. Just before lunch we got to jump off 

the pier!  We then had a break and lunch. After lunch we did rock climbing, treasure hunts, high ropes and 

an obstacle course. We left at 3pm and had a really great time! 

By Patrick Brogan and Ronan Tarrant 

 

Golf: On Tue May 17th we played Barefield NS in a school’s golf classic.The first match between Matthew 

Power / Brian Corry v Joe Daly /Killian Warner was halved. The second match between Senan Crosbie/ 

Cian Moloney v Kate Montwill / John Connaughton went Knockanean’s way 2 & 1. In the third match 

Charlie Mc Guinness/ Morgan Lahiffe v James Curran/ Cian Lahiffe went Barefield’s way - 1 up. So it all 

came down to the last match between Gary Lane / Rhys Mc Govern Wolfe v Samuel Costello/ Siofra 

Fitzpatrick. This was very close early on but Knockanean eventually won 4 & 3.Afterwards we went for 

food in the clubhouse. We had a most enjoyable day. Knockanean are the first name on this cup which will 

hopefully be an annual event.  

By Matthew Power and Morgan Lahiffe 

 

3rd and 4th class hurling blitz: On the 18th of May we went to Eire Og.  We got split up with different 

schools into teams. We played matches against other teams .For the first half we did ground hurling and for 



the second half we were allowed to rise the ball. We played three matches all together. It was great fun and 

we all enjoyed it  

By Jane Quinn and Crevan Lane 

 

Junior Entrepreneur Showcase: (JEP) On 17th of May 6th class went to the West County Hotel as they 

took part in the Junior Entrepreneur Programme.We met lots of people from different schools who also took 

part. For the Junior Entrepreneur project 6th class made all sorts of cards such as Birthday Cards, Holy 

Communion cards, Thank You cards etc. Dylan Collins and Lucy Scullion spoke on behalf of 6th class and 

explained the work we had put into our product. There were also successful business people there, who 

spoke about how they got started in business and how their companies became successful.  We got free food 

which was good!  

By Sam Quinn and Luke Killeen 

 

Camogie: On the 20th of May we went to Sixmilebridge for our first camogie match. Our first match was 

against Newmarket, and we won. Our second match was against Sixmilebridge, which we also won. We are 

now through to the semi-final and even if we don’t win we know we will still have great fun. In the semi-

final we came up against a much stronger Quin team and unfortunately that was the end of our journey! 

By Jessie Roughan and Ellen Doyle 

 

 

Notre Dame Choir: On May 24th we went to the Cathedral in Ennis. We came at 7.50 pm for rehearsals 

with the Notre Dame Choir. They are a choir from America that are touring Scotland and Ireland. We sang 

with the folk choir at the end of the concert. They had great musicians and they were very kind to us. The 

cathedral was packed and there was lots of joy at the end of each song. From here they move to Tulla and 

then on to the Opera house in Wexford. 

By Ronan Tarrant and CaoimheShalloo Murphy 

 

Division 1 Girls Football final: On the 13th of June our girl’s football team played in the division one girl’s 

football final in Cusack Park .We played Barefield and beat them. Our joint captains were Katelyn Meaney 

and Aine Barry. It was a very tight game but in the end we pulled away. The final score was 5 goals 4 points 

to one goal. On the way home we stopped in Liddy’s for ice cream!Thanks to Ms Martin,Ms Horgan and Mr 

Curran for training us. 

By Áine Barry, Ciara Mulligan and Katelyn Meaney 

 

Swimming Gala: On the 13th of June classes from 3rd to 6th went to the schools swimming gala in the 

Ennis swimming pool. We were successful in the fourth class girls and sixth class boys- both winninggold. 

The fourth class boys came third and the sixth class girls came second. Overall we had a great time and 

enjoyed all of it. 

By Anna Cosgrove and Oriana O’Shea. 

 

Inis Oirr: This year 6th class went on our school tour to Doolin and Inis Oirr. We stayed two nights, one 

night camping in Doolin and the other night in a hostel in Inis Oirr. 

We went swimming and dancing at the ceilí. We had a great time and hope to go there again. Thanks to John 

for organising it and to all the teachers and parents who helped out. 

By Lucy Scullion, Grace Kennedy, Chloe Hogan 

 

Sports Day: On the 22nd of June we had our sports day. All classes participated in the all the races. We had 

sprints, long distance, novelty races and slow bicycle race. Everyone had a great day!  

By Chloe Hogan, Grace Kennedy, Lucy Scullion 



 

E Cubers: On Thursday 23rd of June 5th class went to UL to take part in E Cubers. We had to be into 

school at quarter to 9. When we got there we got a small tour around UL. We were brought into a room 

where we were taught about engineering .We were then put into groups of 2 and each group made a Lego 

Technic model . When we were done we had a race to see whose model would get it into a small square 

taped into the ground. When we finished in there we were brought to eat our lunch on a few benches. After 

our lunch we were brought to see more advanced Lego models -one of them was a Rubiks Cube solver and a 

huge truck .Our favourite thing was seeing the Rubiks cube solver solve a Rubiks Cube by itself.. We had a 

great time! 

By Patrick Brogan and Ronan Tarrant. 

 

 

Can I take this opportunity to thank our school community- parents, pupils, Board of Management, Parents 

Association, teachers and staff, Fr. Jerry and Canon O'Carroll, for all their hard work, dedication, 

commitment and help, in what has been a very busy year. We wish 6th class all the best as they leave us and 

move on to secondary school and we thank them for their enormous contribution to the school over the last 

eight years. Have a wonderful summer and we look forward to seeing you all safe and well on August 31st  

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

_________________________  

Jim Curran 

 

 

 


