
Newsletter     December 2019 

KNOCKANEAN N.S 

Dear Parents/ Guardians, 

As Christmas approaches we are finishing our busy first term of the school year. A lot 
of the newsletter is an account of the term’s activities, written by the children. Enjoy! 

SPORT 
Cross Country Running:  
On Tuesday the people who qualified for Cross Country Running went to Lees Road 
to qualify for the county final. We had trials on Fri 20th to see who got through to 
Lees road. Six people got through and two subs. The classes involved were 1st to 6th. 
There were many schools from Clare such as Clarecastle ,CBS ,Gaelscoil,and many 
more. Despite the rain and the mud we had a blast and we think its safe to say we all 
lost a couple of pounds. We did very well considering we came 2nd overall. Everyone 
enjoyed it and can’t wait until next year to do even better. 
By Amy Butler, Sophie Leahy and Lily Hegarty 
 
Futsal:  
On Wed Oct 9th we went to the Planet in Ennis for a futsal competition. There was 
approximately 5 other schools there. When we got there we got put into teams. There 
was approx 11 on every panel and 6 on a team. In total we had 3 girls teams and 3 boys 
teams. The teams were constantly changing after a goal was scored. We played 4 
games in total . We had a great day and it only rained once!! 
By Ailbhe Curran and Aoife Reynolds. 

 

STEAM: 
On Monday the 23rd we started work on our mini golf courses with our student 
teacher Cian. We made our golf 
courses in the hope of making 
Mr. Curran a pro golfer, Unfor-
tunately you'll need more than 
cardboard, tape and the crea-
tive minds of 6th class to make 
him better!!!!!   We presented 
them on the 25th and all went to 
plan. 
Written by Lilly Hegarty, Amy 



Buddist Monks:  
On Fri Oct 11th ,three Buddist monks came to visit the school ..They were from Thai-
land and they were staying here for two months. They told us about their lives and the 
other monks in Thailand. They told us about their daily routine which  
involves getting up at 3.00am every morning!! They spend a lot of their days  

chanting and meditating. They only 
eat one meal per day and they don’t 
eat after 12.00 any day. They also 
showed us how they meditate and we 
got to try it with them. They wear or-
ange coloured robes that represents 
the colour of Nature. They told us our 
school was a lot like their schools in 
Thailand. Only  one of them could 
speak English. 
 

By Amy Butler and Grace Prendeville.  

SPORT continued: 

 
 

Inter Schools Show Jumping:  
On Fri Oct 11th we took part in  the primary schools show jumping. Our team of four 
was jumping and we came 6th out of 17 teams. On our team we had Isabelle Mangan, 
Maeve Barry, Sarah O Dwyer and Andrea Barry. We all had double clears and got into 
the speed round. Andrea Barry represented our school in the speed round. She did 
very well and pulled us into 6th. We all did well as there was a lot of great riders. We 
all won a trophy and a purple rosette. We were all very happy with how we did as we 
felt we did our best. We also had Michael Barry but he went with Toonagh NS as we 
had too many. Others to compete on the day were Croíadh Barry, Amy  
Mangan ,Saoirse Barry and Abi O Donnell 
 
By Maeve Barry and Sarah O Dwyer 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 



 
Intel Mini Scientist: 
 On Thursday the 24th of October 4th,5th and 6th took part in the Intel Mini Scien-
tist. Two months ago we were told about the competition. We got to work on our 
project,making everything that we needed until the day when the judges arrived. It 
was hard work but as the day crept closer we grew more confident. When the judges 
came to our project we had to explain all about it.We thought it went well. On the 
day the judges went to see all the projects in 4th,5th and 6th .The standard was very 
high! Then the judges came back again to some projects before they made their final 
decision. In 2nd place was “ Carbon Footprint” by Sophie Leahy, Ella Farrell, Aoibh 
Blake and Grace Herbert. In first place was “ Bee Ware” by Ailbhe Curran, Aoife 
Reynolds, Andrea Barry and Siofra Quinn. This group will now go on to the regional 
final in Intel Shannon in December 
By Siofra Quinn, Aoife Reynolds and Ailbhe Curran 

Regional Final of Intel Mini Scientist:  

On Fri 13th Dec we went to the Oakwood Hotel in Shannon for the regional final of 
the Intel mini scientist competition. There was approx 30 groups there. When we 
got there we set up our project and we started  rehearsing  what we were going to 
say. The judges came around and they asked us questions about  our project, what it 
was about and why we did it. Then they gave us a goody bag which was really nice!! 
The photographer then took us out to take our photograph which appeared later 
that day  in the “Images of the Day” on the Irish Times! We featured alongside Tiger 
Woods and Boris Johnson!! The judges came around twice more before they an-
nounced the 6 winners that would go onto the National Final in Maynooth at the 
end of January. The standard of the other projects was so high we didn’t think we’d 
get through but when the judges announced we had won, we were thrilled and 
shaking with excitement! 

By Siofra Quinn, Aoife Reynolds, Andrea Barry and Ailbhe Curran 
 

 
 
 



 

 Debating:  
On November 25th some of the pupils from 5th class took part in the concern world-
wide primary debating league. We were debating against Clonmony  national 
school. The motion was “Homework is a waste of time”. Knockanean was proposing 
the motion. Adjudicator Mary Fitzgerald came to watch the debate. Three students 
were debating, Aoibheann Moore, Sarah Cosgrove and Dylan Lehane. There were 
three other debaters on the team, Oscar O’Gara, Amy Reynolds and Aoife Murphy. 
Jamesie Mc Mahon was the chairperson. He introduced the debaters before they 
spoke. Amelie Previlion was the timekeeper. She had to time the debaters. If a  
debater went over 3 minutes they got docked a point. Both of the schools had great 
speeches and had clearly rehearsed a lot, but Knockanean won! We are now through 
to the next round. The other people on the team will do the next debate. On behalf 
of all the debating team we would like to thank our teacher Lisa Hanlon, for giving 
us this amazing opportunity and our principal Mr Curran for letting us host the  
debate, and best of luck to the debating team in the next round. 

How to build an Iron Man:  
On Monday Nov 11th 5th class went to UL in Limerick for a talk  on “ How to Build an 
Ironman Suit” We went into a lecture room for the talk by Barry Fitzgerald  along 
with two other schools. Barry is a superhero scientist which means he studies super-
hero  movies and things in the movies. He talked about different suits and he had one 
that helped with back stress and allowed you to squat in the same position for 8 
hours. He also spoke about goats that could produce spider milk. During the talk he 
showed us clips from the Ironman movies. He also had an Ironman hand that Amy 
and Kai got to try on. Darragh got   some books  off him for getting some questions 
correct. After the talk we found a place to have our lunch and we all sang Happy 
Birthday to Maeve as it was her birthday. We then got the bus back to the school and 
we all had a great day! 
By Amy Reynolds. 

 

Movember: 
 At the start of November ,we asked the classes to bring in as many copper coins as 
possible. Seniors to sixth class took part. On Friday the 15th we counted all of the cop-
per coins. It was a very successful fundraiser as we raised over €1300 . In first place 
with the most amount of coins we had third class who raised €180 euro and had over 
6000 coins.  

By 6th class 



Music Generation:  

Mark from Music Generation comes in every Monday to work with 3rd - 6th classes. 

He brings in different instruments that we don’t know about. Instruments like the 

didgeridoo, a rain stick and various others. He teaches us rhythm with boomwhack-

ers. He also taught us  songs, some we haven’t heard of before. He also teaches us how 

to make different noises with our own voice. We’ve also learned the different hand 

signals that  are used in an  orchestra.  

 
By Sophie Leahy, Aoibh Blake and Niamh Cullinan 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creative Clusters: 

On Monday Dec 9th 3rd class went into the CBS in Ennis for a workshop as part of 
our Creative Cluster programme. We were with two other schools- CBS and St. 
Anne’s. We divided into  three different stations, some did drama, some did puppets 
and some were at a movement station. We learned how to make simple puppets, we 
had to act out our favourite character and we also  had to act out  our favourite part 
from “ The Night Before Christmas”. We also got to play with some of the puppets. 
The Creative Clusters will go on for the rest of the year and we’re really looking for-
ward to it! 
By Ava Harte, Olivia Prendeville and Lena Palgan 
 



 

Carol singing in Carrigoran House:  
On the 12th of December the choir and music club went to Carrigoran House. As soon 
as we arrived we had to be quiet because mass was on. In the entrance there was a 

Christmas tree. The Canon was there and we got to meet him. When mass was  
finished they sat down in front of us to watch us play music and sing Christmas  
carols and songs. After the music, we went around to say hello to everyone. Then 
some of the workers brought the choir into their kitchen and activity room. They 
had miwadi, chocolates, crisps and biscuits. Everyone sat down and had a chat. After 
a while we got on a bus to return to school. That evening the choir and music club 
got no homework! 
By Kate Mc Donough, Amy Reynolds and Hayley Dixon. 
 

 

 

Design a Cup Competition:  
Our class designed a cup each for a competition run by Cup Print Ennis as they were 
celebrating 10 years in business. The entries were sent into Cup Print. Other school 
from Clare took part in the competition. Sean O Callaghan and Aoife Horan were 
shortlisted from our class as potential winners  On Nov 5th we went to Cup Print as 
the winners were going to be announced. Before the announcement, we got to see all 
the other entries. Carmel Doherty was the judge. The founder of Cup Print Terry Fox 
also spoke. We got a tour of the factory and saw how the cups are made.  Only about 
12 pupils were shortlisted and when announced the winners Sean came 5th and Aoife 
came 1st!!! Aoife’s design was made into a cup and we got 1000 cups for our school!!!! 
First to third got a trophy and all the rest got medals. We also got cup cakes!! We had 
a great day! By Sean O’Callaghan and  Aoife Horan 



Ice Skating:  
On December 11th  the 6th class students went to “Limerick on Ice” and went ice skat-
ing.We had a great time and would love to do it again, even though we fell a lot!After 
an hour of ice skating, we went to Arthurs Quay to go shopping. We were shopping 
for an hour and then left and went to Cratloe Woods. There were a lot of little play-
grounds and we played there for a while. There was a big merry go round and John 
pushed us around very fast, it was really fun!  After we were finished in the woods we 
got back on the bus and headed back home. It was the best day of the year so far! 
By Ciara O Sullivan and Anna Lane 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Can I take this opportunity to thank our school community- parents, pupils, Board of 
Management, Parents Association, teachers and staff and Fr. Jerry  for all their hard 
work, dedication, commitment and help, in what has been a very busy term. Have a 
wonderful Christmas and we look forward to seeing you all safe and well next term. 

  
Yours sincerely, 


